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The Association of European Performers’ Organisations AEPO-ARTIS calls for your support of the EU directive extending the term of protection for performers’ rights and sound recordings and introducing complementary measures for performing artists in the music sector.
20 April 2009

In light of the vote in plenary this week, the association of European Performers’ Organisations AEPO-ARTIS calls on you to give the EU proposal for extending the term of protection and improving the situation of performers in Europe all the opportunities that it deserves. 
The proposal for a directive would reduce the gap between the existing protection for the work of authors and composers, which lasts until their entire lifetimes plus 70 years, and that of performers, whose protection is currently limited to 50 years from their performance. 

The proposal concerns large repertoires that are still very popular today like jazz, blues, country, pop or rock songs. It would help avoid situations where performers lose their rights over their performances while they are still alive, when they still count on intellectual property rights revenues for a living and enable them to continue to perform.

The text also foresees a set of complementary measures aimed at better recognizing the value of performers’ work and creative input on the music market. 
Despite the fact that the proposal does not answer all needs of performing artists in Europe, AEPO-ARTIS believes that it introduces some significant improvements and constitutes an important step towards a better recognition of the value of performing artists’ work and creativity.

Noticeably, the compromise version to be voted in the next plenary introduces some improvements to the initial draft text tabled by the European Commission in July last year.
As regards the audiovisual sector, a new article 1b foresees that a detailed assessment of the situation and proposals to meet the needs of performers in this sector shall be put forward by 2010. 

A set of complementary measures has also been made permanent instead of transitional. These measures will help in strengthening the position of performers in their negotiations with phonogram producers and are a strong signal that performers’ rights in general and in all fields need to be nourished.
The term extension could hardly be regarded as hindering access to content: a musical work may be free of performers’ rights but still protected under the author’s right in many cases.

Also, it may be useful to recall that there is no correlation between the selling price of a music recording, which depends primarily on marketing choices, and the fact that it is protected with regards to performers’ rights.

On the other side one thing is certain: the new term, the complementary measures and the idea behind the whole project that performers’ rights deserve to be thoroughly cared for in a European Union policy interested in having a strong, varied and rich cultural sector in the mid-term all deserve the strong support of MEPs.
AEPO-ARTIS therefore calls upon the Members of the Parliament to back the compromise proposal for a term extension directive.
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The Association of European Performers’ Organisations (AEPO-ARTIS) represents 28 European performers’ collective management societies, 23 of which are established in member states of the European Union. The represented organisations totalize some 350.000 performers – musicians, singers, dancers, actors… – as members.
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